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T  he International competition 
“Karst under protection – 

gift for the future generations” 
is a part of the pilot educational  

strategy proKARSTerra-Edu, 
aiming at attracting young people from 

different countries 
to expand their knowledge about this 

sensitive natural 
environment and its problems. 

This competition 
is a Bulgarian initiative. 

The main organizers are the Institute 
of Geography at the Bulgarian Academy 

of Sciences (since 2010 
Department of Geography of the 

National Institute for Geophysics, 
Geodesy and Geography - BAS) 

and the Foundation 
Center of Karstology “Vladimir Popov”. 
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  T
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editions: in
 2005 and in

 2012                                       
               

The idea fo
r th

e co
mpetiti

on arose about th
e First

 internatio
nal co

nference in Bulga
ria, 

dedica
ted to

 protecte
d ka

rst 
territ

orie
s: „

Pro
tecte

d ka
rst 

territ
orie

s - 
conditio

ns, p
roblems, 

persp
ectiv

es“ (18-21 Octo
ber 2

005, Sh
umen, B

ulga
ria, h

ttp
://www.prokarstt

erra
.bas.b

g/

karst2
005). T

he co
ntest w

as in
clu

ded into th
e Conference progra

m. A
t a

 sp
ecia

l ce
remonial 

sessio
n prize

s w
ere awarded to

 th
e winners a

nd th
e best w

orks
 were officia

lly 
presented at a

n 

exhibitio
n in th

e cit
y o

f Sh
umen and  la

ter in
 other B

ulga
rian cit

ies.

The se
cond co

ntest w
as h

eld in 2012 and was a
lso

 asso
cia

ted with
 a large

 Internatio
nal 

scie
ntifi

c-p
ractic

al fo
rum „Pro

tecte
d ka

rst 
territ

orie
s - 

monito
rin

g a
nd management“ 

(16-20 Se
ptember, S

humen, B
ulga

ria, h
ttp

://www.prokarstt
erra

.bas.b
g/forum 2012). 

This f
orum sta

ted in its
 re

solutio
n th

at th
is c

ompetiti
on deserve

s h
igh

 praise
 and it 

should become tra
ditio

nal. T
he se

cond editio
n was h

eld under th
e auspice

s o
f th

e Bul-

garian Academy o
f Sc

iences a
nd UNESCO. T

he co
mpetiti

on motto
 was th

e sa
me as th
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Conference motto
: „Pro

tecte
d ka

rst 
territ

orie
s - 

brid
ges to

 th
e fu

ture“.

The th
ird

 editio
n will b

e held in 2015 in So
fia, B

ulga
ria again. It

 will b
e 

a part o
f th

e next b
ig s

cie
ntifi

c-p
ractic

al co
nference „Pro

tecte
d ka

rst 

territ
orie

s - 
educatio

n and tra
ining“. 
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The competition is held 
in five seasoned categories
1. For pupils: 
1.1. Up to12 years old: 
— Drawing or work with natural materials
1.2. Over 12 years old: 
— Poster
— Card or multimedia presentation
— Video

2. For teachers: 
— My unusual lesson

3. For students: 
— Scientific essay or multimedia presentation 
— Art Installation

4. For nature lovers, photographers: 
— Composition (3 to 5 photos)

Criteria for evaluation 
of works
3 Originality of the idea realized with this work 
3 Knowledge of Karst
3 Artistic value
3 Emotionality
3 Technical skills 
3 Professional autonomy in making 

2 3
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Pro
fesso

r W
iecze

sla
w ANDREJCZUK, D

r.H
ab. – 

Chairm
an (G

eogra
pher, F

aculty 
of E

arth
 Sc

iences, 

Unive
rsit

y o
f Si

lesia
, Po

land), A
sso

cia
te professo

r Yo
shihisa

 NAKANO, Ph
D (A

rtis
t, 

Yamaguchi U
nive

rsit
y, J

apan), P
etar ST

EFANOV (G
eogra

pher, In
stit

ute of G
eogra

phy – 
BAS, 

Foundatio
n Center o

f K
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opov” and “Geogra
phic E

ducatio
n” re
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Bulga
ria), D

arin
a IVA

NOVA (B
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, D
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cto
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ature Pa
rk “

Shumen Plateau”, Sh
umen, 

Bulga
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aniel D
IMOV (Pa

inter, S
humen, B

ulga
ria) 

Participants

In th
e first 

contest p
artic

ipants f
rom Bulga

ria, Ja
pan and 

Sco
tla

nd UK offe
red works

. Pr
ofesso

r N
akano and his s

tudents f
rom 

the Ya
maguchi U

nive
rsit

y, J
apan presented an origi

nal exhibitio
n “Phantom in 

Karst”
. 
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The International jury awarded 6 prizes (3 first, 2 second and 1 third) 
and 1 encouraging prize. 

The prize pool for the first edition of the competition was provided by 
the Directorate of Nature Park “Shumen Plateau”, Shumen, Bulgaria.

Awards

Loquat tree (Eriobotrya japonica) in the Akiyoshi karst 

Category 

drawing

Fir
st 

pr
ize

s 

Kurumi Tawara

Shuho Cho, Yamaguchi prefecture, Japan 
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drawing
Fir
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Kurumi Tawara

Shuho Cho, Yamaguchi prefecture, Japan 
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Limestone landscapes – Yorkshire Dales National park

Category 

My unusual l
ess

on

Fir
st 

pr
ize

s 

Val Vannet

Dunee, Scotland UK

The Rhodope karst

Category 

Poster

Fir
st 

pr
ize

s 
Nikolina Georgieva

Samokov, Bulgaria 
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Rhodope karst - amazing decor of the inspiring 
natural spectacle! Look at him!



Limestone landscapes – Yorkshire Dales National park

Category 

My unusual l
ess

on

Fir
st 

pr
ize

s 
Val Vannet

Dunee, Scotland UK

8 9 K a r s t  u n d e r  p r o t e c t i o n  –   g i f t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s

S e l e c t e d   s h o t s



Third Prize  
Ralitza Tzoneva  
Shumen, Bulgaria

Second Prize   
Nikolai Lazarov, 
Shumen, Bulgaria

Encouragemnent
Tsubasa Tanaka 
Shuho Cho, Yamaguchi, Japan

Category 

drawing and W
ork 

with natural m
aterials
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Honorary Diploma for 
outstanding participa-
tion in the competition 
was awarded to a group 
of children from Shuho 
Cho elementary school 
(Japan) and a group 
students of Yamaguchi 
university (Japan) for 
the Art-composition 
“Phantom in Karst 1”.

1
Phantom in

 Karst

Ritsuko Fujiki 
Where is God Place

Kumiko Jitsukawa
Doline in Akiyoshi plateau
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AJIC
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otogra
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, Li
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 in to
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n “Phantom in Karst 
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Origi
nality

, si
ncerity

 and co
mpellin

g e
motio

n were th
e main fe

atures o
f 

most o
f th

e works
. T

his m
ade th

e jo
b of th

e Internatio
nal ju

ry v
ery d

if-

ficult, 
especia

lly 
in th

e ca
tegory o

f p
ictu

res. 1
5 works

 were awarded: 

1 gra
nd prize

, 5 first 
prize

, 4 se
cond prize

 and 5 with
 th

ird
 prize

; O
ther 

13 partic
ipants 

receive
d in

centive
 awards. 

In th
e exhibitio

n 35 works
 

were additio
nally 

inclu
ded, w

inning th
e ju

ry r
ecognitio

n.

Table 1

Total number of participants 107 

Total number of entries received 104 
 
Entries by category:  
Drawings  76 

 
Poster 1 
Multimedia presentations/pupils  10 
Multimedia presentation/University student  1 
Video -clips 3 
Photo-compositions  7 
My unusual lesson  3 
Essay  1 
Comb ination –  presentation, drawing, paper 1 

 Total:  104 
 
Participants by countries :   
Armenia 12 
Bulgaria  6 
Croatia 17 
Czech Republic 1 
Estonia 5 
Kazakhstan  31 
Latvia 4 
Lithuania  5 
Russia  13 
Japan 13 

                                                                      Total: 107 

Works with natural materials  1

14

Awards
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Country 
Grand 
prize 

First 
prizes 

Second 
prizes 

Third  
prizes 

Encouraging 
prizes Total

 

1. Kazakhstan 
2. Croatia 
3. Bulgaria 
4. Japan 
5. Lithuania 
6. Armenia  
7. Russia 
8. Czech Republic 
9. Latvia  
10. Estonia  

1 1 
2 
1 
- 
1 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

1 
1 
- 
1 
1 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

1 
- 
2 
1 
- 
1 
- 
- 
- 
- 
 

 

1 
- 
2 
1 
- 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 

5  
3  
5  
3  
2  
2  
5  
1  
1  
1  

Total: 1  5 4 5 13  28  

The prize pool for the second edition of the competition was provided 
by the Bulgarian Ministry of Education and Science.

Table 2
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Amina Mushtakova
Nariman Abdigapparov

Category 

Work w
ith 

natural m
aterials

Gr
an

d  
pr

ize
s 

For Grand prize for creative achievement the jury nominated four competition works by 4 different 
categories. After processing the results, convincingly headed out the mural “Karst cave” (Category 
“Work with natural materials”) developed by Amina Mushtakova (10 Age) and Nariman Abdigapp-
arov (11 Age) from the UNESCO associated school “BEST” (Almaty, Republics of Kazakhstan). They 
are the first winners of the Grand Prix of this contest and were invited to be guests of honor at the 
International Forum in Shumen, Bulgaria in September 2012. 

Karst cave
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Nariman Abdigapparov 

 

Caves are very mysterious, mystic and beauti-
ful. It will be very sad if they are destroyed by 
people and time. I would like people to think 
about their protection. This mystic world should 
not disappear! That is why I decided to partici-
pate in this competition. 

Amina Mushtakova

 

In our school I listened to a presentation of 
a scholar about caves. It was very beautiful and 
interesting. Then I felt I would like to partici-
pate in the competition for pictures, to attract 
people’s attention to preservation of this won-
der of nature for the future generations. 
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Cave painting

Category 

Drawing
Fir

st 
pr

ize
s 

Alissa Nikishina

UNESCO associated school “BEST” 
Almaty, Kazakhstan

I participated in 
this competition 

to attract people’s 
attention and to tell 
them: “Look, this is 

beautiful and should 
be preserved!”

Output things in the Cave

Category 

Drawing

Se
co

nd
 p

riz
es
 

Daiki Hayashi

Hongo elementary school 897 
Iwanaga Shuho town, Mine city, Yamaguchi prefecture, Japan
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Output things in the Cave

Category 

Drawing
Se

co
nd

 p
riz

es
 

Daiki Hayashi

Hongo elementary school 897 
Iwanaga Shuho town, Mine city, Yamaguchi prefecture, Japan

If you are a creator at heart and an artist 
by vocation, reproduce what you have seen, 
experienced and learned about karst and caves…

From "Invitation to Competition"
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Karst landskape in my Homeland

Category 

Multim
ed

ia 

prese
ntation fo

r pupils

Patricia Obajdin

 Elementary school Slunj, Croatia

Karst of the Middle Rhodopes

Danail Hadzhiev

v. Mogilitsa, Smolyan, BulgariaCategory 

Multim
ed

ia 

prese
ntation fo

r pupils

Th
ird

  
pr

ize
s 

Se
co

nd
 p

riz
es
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Multim
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ia 

prese
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Patricia Obajdin

 Elementary school Slunj, Croatia

Karst of the Middle Rhodopes

Danail Hadzhiev

v. Mogilitsa, Smolyan, BulgariaCategory 

Multim
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prese
ntation fo
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Th
ird

  
pr

ize
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Se
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es
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Let's keep Bulgarian karst areas for the next generation!

K a r s t  u n d e r  p r o t e c t i o n  –   g i f t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s
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Geochemical mechanisms of carbonate equilibrium in the system CO2-H2O-CaCO3

Category 

Universit
y Studen

ts - 

Multim
ed

ia prese
ntations

Fir
st 

pr
ize

s 

Nina Pivcevic

Institute of Mineralogy and Petrology, 
Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb, Croatia 

Protected karst areas – Bridges to the Future

Category 

Video
-clip

Fir
st 

pr
ize

s 
Evelina Mikoleiko

Gymnázium “A. Mickevicha”,Vilnius, Lithuania

Special Prize 
of the Organizing 

committee
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Geochemical mechanisms of carbonate equilibrium in the system CO2-H2O-CaCO3

Category 

Universit
y Studen

ts - 

Multim
ed

ia prese
ntations

Fir
st 

pr
ize

s 
Nina Pivcevic

Institute of Mineralogy and Petrology, 
Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
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S e l e c t e d   s h o t s



Project „KARST” 

Category 

My unusual l
ess

on
Fir

st 
pr

ize
s 

Smiljana Baran, 
teacher

 Antuna Mihanovica Elementary school, Zagreb, Croatia Category 

My unusual l
ess

on

Fir
st 

pr
ize

s 
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Film „Zemen Gorge and Its Karst Pearl 
Polska Skakavitsa”

Category 

My unusual l
ess

on

Fir
st 

pr
ize

s 
Reneta Valkova, 

teacher of English
 

Angel Kanchev Secondary school, Sofia, Bulgaria 

It was a pleasure to take part in the competition ... 
My unusual lesson- film for implementation of the 
communicative approach in English language teach-
ing in a karst environment is only the beginning of a 
new model for Foreign Language Learning.
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S e l e c t e d   s h o t s



The Giants‘foot  

Category 

For nature l
overs, 

photographers
Th

ird
  
pr

ize
s

 Anna Parvanova

St. Konstantin-Kiril Filosov Secondary school, Plovdiv, Bulgaria Category 

For nature l
overs, 

photographers

West Rhodopes, Bulgaria
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“Agent 007” (Chater–Dag: Marble Cave)

Aleksandra Sidorova, age 14   

Lyceum № 6, Voskresensk, RussiaCategory 

For nature l
overs, 

photographers
 E

nc
ou

ra
ge

me
nt

Caves of Krim, Ukraine
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The caves of the Caucasus                                   Unearthly beauty - Novoafonska cave

Special Cases

Drawing
 

Svetlana Shkuratova

Lyceum № 6, Voskresensk, Russia

 E
nc

ou
ra

ge
me

nt
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Multimedia presentation

Special Cases

Several C
ateg

ories
Darya Suntsova

Secondary school 10, Sarov, Nizhny Novgorod Region, Russia

Drawing 
Karst lake E

nc
ou

ra
ge

me
nt

Project 
Natural monuments 

Sarov: Erzyansk 
sacred place: 

Keremet
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Phantom in
 Karst

2

Ai Ikeda 
Window of memories
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Tomoko Kimura 
Tomorrow of 200 million years

Toshihiro Ueyama 
Pic_nick

Akiko Asada 
The ground of a mask
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2005
Category 
Drawing

First Prize:
Kurumi Tawara
(Shuho Cho, 
Yamaguchi, Japan) 

Second Prize:   
Nikolay Lazarov
(Shumen, Bulgaria)

Third Prize: 
Ralitza Tzoneva  
(Shumen, Bulgaria)

Encouragement:
Tsubasa Tanaka 
(Shuho Cho, 
Yamaguchi, Japan)

Category 
Poster

First Prize:
Nikolina Georgieva
(Samokov, Bulgaria)

Category
My Unusual Lesson

First Prize: 
Val Vannet 
(Dundee, Scotland UK)

Second Prize:
Maria Giulemetowa
(Pazardzhik, Bulgaria)

2012
Category 
Work with natural 
materials

Grand Prize: 
Nariman Abdigapparov 
Amina Mushtakova 
(Almaty, Republic of  
Kazakhstan)

Category Drawing

First Prize:
Alisa Nikishina
(Almaty, Republic 
of Kazakhstan)

Second Prize:
Daiki Hayashi
(Iwanaga Shuho town, 
Mine city, Yamaguchi 
prefecture, Japan)
Jan Tagbergenov  
(Almaty, Republic 
of Kazakhstan)

IN
TERNATIO

NAL 
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N
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Third Prize:
Erke Nakisbekova  
(Almaty, Republic 
of Kazakhstan)
Yuto Mishima 
(Iwanaga Shuho town, 
Mine city, Yamaguchi 
prefecture, Japan)
Ernest Badikyan
(Yerevan, Republic 
of Armenia)

Encouragement:
Areg Balasanyan
(Yerevan, Republic 
of Armenia)
Karina Altaeva 
(Almaty, Republic 
of Kazakhstan)
Hibiki Takayama  
(Iwanaga Shuho town,
Mine city, Yamaguchi 
prefecture, Japan)
Helena Laganovska
(Riga, Latvia)

Category
Multimedia
presentation

Second prize:
Akvilė Montrimaitė, 
Gintautė Pieslekaitė 
(Gargždai, Lithuania)
Patricia Obajdin  
(Slunj, Croatia)	

Third prize:
Danail Hadzhiev
(v. Mogilitsa, Smolyan, 
Bulgaria)

Еncouragement:
Kirill Mokshin   
(Samara, Russia)
Bilger Yahov  
(Ruse, Bulgaria)

Category 
Mulitmedia 
presentations 
(University students) 

First prize:
Nina Pivcevic	
(Zagreb, Croatia)

Category 
Video-clip

First prize:
Evelina Mikoleiko  
(Vilnius, Lithuania)

Еncouragement:
Roland Engel  
(Haabneeme, Harjumaa, 
Estonia)

Category 
My Unusual Lesson

First prize:
Smiljana Baran 
(Zagreb, Croatia)
Reneta Valkova  
(Sofia, Bulgaria)	

Еncouragement:
Marina  Martinova, 
Nina Zinchenko 
and Natalya Shkuratova      
(Tomsk, Russia)

Category 
Nature-Lovers – 
Photograpers  

Third prize:
Anna Parvanova  	
(Plovdiv, Bulgaria)
 
Encouragement:
Aleksandra Sidorova  
(Voskresensk, Russia)
Marin Ivanov
(Pleven, Bulgaria)

Special Cases

Encouragement:
Project 
Darya Suntsova 
(Sarov, Russia)
Essay
Ladislav Kubišta
(Ústí nad Orlicí,
Czech republic)
Drawing
Svetlana Shkuratova 
(Voskresensk, Russia)
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 he International competition 
”Karst under protection - gift for the future generations” 
contributes much to attract a wide range of young people 

to explore karst, to get insight into the characteristics 
and problems of this specific environment. It offers them 
a chance to communicate through the language of art 

and knowledge of the karst phenomena. 

The International competition 
”Karst under protection - gift for the future generations” 
is in line with one of the Bulgarian initiatives to proclaim 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF KARST (supported by UNESCO).
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